6th Warsaw Jewish Film Fest`08, Nov. 12-17 


The sixth edition is going to take place in the Kinoteka cinema in Warsaw and is dedicated to the memory of Master Gustaw Holoubek (85), whose film retrospective will be held during the Festival. 

The Closing Ceremony of the Festival is the awarding of the David Camera awards in the international competition in 4 categories and 6 subcategories. 

An important event during the Festival will be a series of Jewish films with Master Gustaw Holoubek (85) , who died on the 6th of March 2008 - films with his unforgettable roles and interpretations. 

His memorable, legendary and symbolic role of Konrad in the play Dziady in the National Theatre (Teatr Narodowy) in Warsaw in the year 1967 spurred the people to anti-communist demonstrations. Removing the play from stage by the 
authorities only increased the demonstrations, which had started with students’ demands to return the play on stage and ended with demonstrations all over the country, demanding democratic changes. 

The response of the Communist regime was to find a scapegoat, guilty of any social disturbances. It became the Polish Jews, who were forced to leave the country in March 1968. 

Our Festival joins in the appeal to name the Dramatic Theatre in Warsaw after Master Gustaw Holoubek. We would also like to call for placing the Master’s bust in the theatre foyer. 

The 40th anniversary of these events shall be another essential element of our Festival programme. 

A special series of films will be devoted to the 60th anniversary of the creation of the State of Israel. 

So far we have been the only festival in Poland whose film West Bank Story awarded the first prize David Camera`06 was three months later awarded Oscar 2007 in the same category. Furthermore, our uniqueness is signified by the fact that representatives of Israel and Palestine – Prof. Szewach Weiss and Dr. Khalil Nazzal and director Jamal Dajani – held peace negotiations after the screening of Palestinian films during the fourth edition of our Festival. 
Since 2005, an essential and regular element of the Festival programme have been film series dedicated to the Memory of John Paul II’s Dialogue with Jews; among them there were films sent by TV VATICANA. 

Altogether, in the years 2003 – 2007 our festival showed about 364 films (including 250 festival films and 114 non-competition films) from about 28 countries. Among them there were films awarded and nominated to Oscar, 
Cannes Palme d’Or, Berlinale Bear, awards of Karolve Vary and EMMY as well as other main film festivals in the world. 

The 1st edition took place in November 2003. We welcomed Irvin Kershner (The Empire Strikes Back) – chairman of the Jury04, Laios Koltai, Amos Gitai (awarded Cannes Palme d Or 05)), Slava and Lina Chaplin (Charlie Chaplin s 
family members), John Daly (Hollywood film producer) – chairman of the Jury05; Daniela Weber (Berlinale); Agnes Varda; Grace Guggenheim – chairwoman of the Jury06; Janusz Kaminski and other guests. The Honorary 
Prizes David Camera in the years 2003-2006 went to Steven Spielberg, Woody Allen, Roman Polanski and Andrzej Wajda. 
The members of the Jury of the 5th edition were: Ilana Sharon, director of the Israeli Film and Television Academy, ISRAEL; Prof. Miriam Koral, Faculty of Jewish Studies UCLA, Los Angeles, USA; Alex Claude, sound director (Oscar 
2008 nominee for Beaufort), ISRAEL; Marc Villain, representing the European Commission, BELGIUM; Ilona Yarmut, director of CoPro - Documentary Marketing Foundation RA, ISRAEL. 

Our idea is to show films that have not yet been presented in any other Jewish films’ festival in Warsaw. This is why also this year we are going to show several dozen Jewish films showed and awarded in prestigious festivals 
like Cannes or Berlinale. 

Films can be entered for the contest until the 10th of September 2008. 

12896 persons have subscribed to our newsletter. Please send us a confirmation if you would like to receive our news. 

Breaking News: Festival's Issues: 

Due to the fact of great interest in the Chojecki case - organizer of a festival which emerged in 2004, half a year after ours, and which has been a copy of our WJFF since 2003 - we continue to inform you: 

On 25 January 2008 the Court issued a decree concerning the correction of a mistake it had made and so the case was transferred to the appropriate division of the Court. 

The case was protracted due to some formal reasons from the day Chojecki was summoned by the Court to the day of the settlement in December 2006, which was not accepted by Chojecki. Among other facts, those reasons were: 
Chojecki’s legal address of residence was unavailable (it took about three months to receive the address from the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Administration); Chojecki did not take a number of notifications and decrees 
of the Court, each of which had to become final and binding within the period of about 2 – 4 weeks; the Court sent the documents to an inappropriate division and so it had to send them to the appropriate one. Due to the abovementioned, that period was extended until the beginning of April 2008. The date of the hearing is to be set in that time. The case against respondent Chojecki serves to defend the good and honest name of Daniel Strehlau and his Festival. As it can be seen from the above, that does not suit Chojecki, who only benefits from the confusion and is afraid of the confrontation, by which he confirms that to Strehlau he is a blatant liar. If he were not, he would sue Strehlau, as the petitioner sued respondent Chojecki in order to fight for his rights. The case is important to Strehlau insofar as it rectifies the injustice he suffered. 

More information soon! 

With warmest regards, 
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Festival Director 
President of the Foundation 
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