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Warsaw, January 2005 


I would like to express my indignation in reference to the article “Szmonces na dachu”,  in the issue 45/2004 (2477) of the “Polityka” weekly. The author Dorota Szwarcman quotes a false view of Mr. Chojecki about me and my Festival. I can accept a false view about myself, although I do not deserve it, but I will not accept a view which is aimed in the annual Warsaw Jewish Film Festival /wjff.pl/. This situation is the effect of the festival, which was organized by Mr. Chojecki six months after my own festival. It turned out that this festival is exactly a copy of my own as well as the name of it. The article makes an impression on readers that I was inspired by Mr. Chojecki after our meeting in 2003.  


Ms. Szwarcman has been using the convention of tabloids and has not confronted this information with me. The facts are entirely reverse. My Festival had existed on the Internet a few months before my meetings with Mr. Chojecki in 2003. I also have application letters from the Polish Ministries with prior dates. During our meeting Mr. Chojecki, whom I had not known before, admitted that he had visited my site often and he liked it. At the same meeting I told him not to organize a Festival and use my Festival name registered by me in the Patent and Trademark Office. At that time I had been already receiving film applications and making bookings in the hotels for the Festival guests. His quote in the “Polityka” states otherwise and is a sign of a mean manipulation. Had Mr. Chojecki announced publicly his intention of organizing a Festival (in the press, on the Internet etc.) I would have  not organized mine as I am too ambitious to be inspired by anything. I like to realize my own original ideas. If Mr. Chojecki had an idea before me why didn’t he carry it out?  The first edition of my Festival in November 2003 was carried out without any  financial support from the Ministry of Culture, which proves that anything is possible if you really want it to happen. We had 55 films and guests from many countries.



The article in ”Polityka” and the confusion created by Mr. Chojecki our Festival lost a few important sponsors a week after the publication and the support of some of the media that had cooperated with us during the first edition. Let me also add that these media and a few institutions have decided not to cooperate with any festivals…


In the year 2004 our honorary guest was Mr. Irvin Kershner, creator of the legendary The Empire Strikes Back and Never Say Never Again James Bond.  



Many institutions from all over the world have declared to work with us such as the world conference of 80 directors of Jewish film festivals, which took place in Boston and in which I had participated. 



Many people have written to me that they received letters that had not been sent by me. It turns out that it is Mr. Chojecki, who is sending out the letters under the name of my Festival. I have met a couple of film distributors from Israel that had a grievance against me for some films that had not been sent back to them. As it turned out they mistook me for Mr. Chojecki.



The well-known film director Marceline Loridan called me from Paris to explain her negative attitude towards me as she had mistook me for Mr. Chojecki. 


I firmly protest against Mr. Chojecki using unlawfully the effects of my hard work such as my personal contacts with such world known creators as Steven Spielberg whom we presented our honorary David` s Camera award  in Los Angeles and with Mr. Woody Allen`s agent.  I had a great honor to meet him personally. 



In 1998 my documentary Jews of Warsaw was awarded by the Judah Magnes Museum at the Festival of Jewish Videos in Berkley, USA. As I was presented the award I was wondering why there is no such festival in Poland and particularly in Warsaw. In the course of next years I realized my different projects and at the same time I stayed in touch with the organizers of different Jewish film festivals that I had met in Berkeley. 

In April 2003 my other documentary "Hannukah-a Double Time" received a special mention at the Festival in Lublin "Europe`s Point of Divergence / Convergence. The 4th International Day`s of Documentary Cinema" . This honor and my stay at the Festival was an impulse for me to start the preparation of the 1 edition of the Warsaw Jewish Film Festival. In May 2003 the first announcement about the Festival appeared on the Internet. Since then I began receiving entries from Polish and foreign film makers and declarations from foreign guests...

The activity of Mr. Chojecki is highly harmful and I expect him to stop organizing his Festival in the same or a different form as mine. There many others cities in Poland where such a Festival could take place. If as Mr. Chojecki says he was inspired by an idea I can say that this idea has been fully fulfilled by my Festival in the first edition in 2003 in Warsaw.


I am very surprised that a man about whom I have heard had fought for  the freedom of our country is using the methods of the past period to confuse honest people.


From the “Polityka” weekly I expect compensation and a publication of my statement and the Festival logo as well as the Honorary Patronage Committee.  







Yours faithfully, Daniel Strehlau,  Festival Director 
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